
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the 2017 General Membership Meeting 
Saturday, August 19, 2017 

 
In Attendance: 

Dr. Gregory Allen, President 

Dr. Karl Felber, Vice President and Treasurer 
Dr. David Bica, Secretary 
Dr. Halina Harding, Trustee 
Dr. Angela Haliburda, Trustee 
 
Members in Attendance:  
Dr. John Corsi 
Dr. Frank Fraioli 
Dr. Gary King 
Dr. Bob Leonard 
Dr. Dave Leibowitz 
 
Guests in Attendance:  
Dr. Jane Carreiro, Dean of UNECOM 
Dr. Guy DeFeo, Associate Dean for Clinical Education at UNECOM 
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Ms. Samyuktha Gumidyala, Affiliate Executive 

   
The membership meeting was called to order at 10:08am EST. A quorum was established and no conflicts of 
interest were disclosed.  
 
Dr. Allen announced the passing of Steve Fanning, DO, who was a past board member and a longtime 
supporter of RISOPS. The members discussed donating and sending something in his memory. It was 
suggested that a letter from Dr. Allen be sent offering condolences on behalf of RISOPS.  
 
Dr. Carreiro and Dr. DeFeo provided an update on UNECOM activities. Statistics on physicians practicing in 
Rhode Island and their distribution over the state were discussed. It also highlights where in the state 
UNECOM students are from. Dr. Carreiro mentioned that UNECOM is working on creating a process where 
the medical school trains students so they can go back and practice in the state where they came from. The 
members also discussed programs that can help students pay for tuition if they end up practicing in their state 
of residence.  
 
The members talked about how to get more Rhode Island DO’s and students/residents involved in RISOPS. 
There has been a decrease in physician membership this year. We have a total of 90 members for 2017, and 
the majority are residents. The resident count has remained about the same in comparison with 2016. It’s 
important to market the member benefits when reaching out to physicians and students so they have a reason 
to join RISOPS. They also talked about utilizing social media to engage students and residents in legislative 
activities. With UNECOM’s assistance, RISOPS plans to have a roundtable discussion in January inviting 
students and residents to talk about topics such as employment, financial planning, practicing in Rhode Island, 
etc. 
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Dr. Allen gave the President’s report. RISOPS has been very active with legislation in Rhode Island. They have 
also been involved with addressing the ongoing discrimination case in LifeSpan Hospital System, where a DO 
was denied privileges because he trained in an osteopathic residency. RISOPS and the AOA have written 
letters to the hospital regarding this and the AOA has hired an attorney to take over this case so it can be 
resolved. RISOPS has partnered with BMW to offer discounts on vehicle leases and purchases for RISOPS 
members.  
 
The annual treasurer’s report was briefly reviewed. In 2017, there was a decrease in expenses but an increase 
in revenue. Revenue was higher compared to the last two years due to profits from the ROME conference in 
2016.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:04am EST.  

 


